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An individual’s perception of risk is culturally determined. The view
by the community in which the person lives, and the experience that
the individual has of the hazard itself, are critical. 1) The cultural
environment is important because it provides the overall setting within
which the risk is interpreted. @ For example, a person living in a very
strong religious community may be more likely to view the hazard an
unmanageable ‘act of God.” (3 Past experience is important because
people with personal knowledge of previous hazard events tend to have
more accurate views regarding the probability of future occurrences.
(@ They also have difficulty in blending in with urban neighbors due
to the cultural differences. & So, for example, people moving from
rural areas to live in urban slums on the margins of large cities may
be more vulnerable to landslides because they are not aware of the
threats such slopes pose.
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