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Hence we have to conclude that the standard ethical view that we
find expressed in the statement by John Paul II—the view that all
human beings, irrespective of their cognitive abilities, have moral

status, and that this status is superior to the moral status of the

most _intelligent nonhuman animals—cannot be defended. We find

ourselves in need of an alternative to the status quo.
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The principle of equal consideration of interests should apply to
both humans and animals. That's the sense in which I want to
elevate animals to the moral status of humans.
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